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“When people are            

determined, they can   

overcome anything.” 

Nelson Mandela, former 

President of South Africa. 

Dear Arbor Families, 

The year has been off to a busy start! Having our students back in the 

building has brought an energy and enthusiasm we have missed during 

the last year and a half. I have enjoyed getting to know the students and 

seeing them engage with one another and with their teachers. Students 

began the year taking some time to acclimate to the day to day schedule 

of being in school again, reviewing new routines and expectations. They 

have been busy in their classes and have done well with the Start Strong 

Assessment for both math and reading. 

We are looking forward to a great year, with opportunities that we missed 

last year. There are a lot of dates to be aware of this month, including a 

PTO meeting on October 5, a Dine to Donate fundraiser at Chipotle on  

October 11, a Family Fun Night October 21, and both Breakfast with your 

Child week and the Scholastic Book Fair from October 18-22. More         

information on all of those events and more will be forthcoming through 

both email and my weekly Sunday phone calls. 

Sincerely, 

Heather O’Donnell 

Heather O’Donnell 

Principal, Arbor Intermediate School 



Hello students, staff, and family! 

My name is Dr. Tom Gambino, and I am one of the new 

counselors at Arbor this year. I graduated from Rutgers     

University and Kean University. This is my second year at    

Arbor and I have loved seeing everyone in the building! My 

goal is to support students in their development both          

academically and socially. As we begin this new school year, 

you may feel nervous about coming back to school. It is okay 

to be nervous and we will get through this year together. My 

office is located right next to Principal O’Donnell’s office in 

the main office. I can be reached at (732) 752-8652 extension 5556. My email is tgam-

bino@pway.org. 

 

A Little Bit About Me... 
 

Favorite Food: Makis 

 

Favorite Team: Brooklyn Nets, New York Jets, and Brooklyn Nets 

 

Favorite Drink: Bubble Tea 

 

Little Known Fact: I played basketball in college for two years. 

 

What makes me happy: Playing video games with my friends. 

 

What makes me sad: Trying my best and not succeeding at something. 

 

What makes me angry: When I read and hear about racism in our country. 



 

 

 

 

Erika Vaughn– 5th Grade Teacher 

Background: I grew up in Berkeley Heights and 

currently live in Scotch Plains. I am half African 

American and half Chinese American. I received 

my Associates in Early Childhood Education at UCC 

in Cranford and was the student speaker at gradu-

ation. I graduated Fairleigh Dickinson with a Bach-

elors in Psychology and Masters in            Educa-

tion. During my Masters program I had my son, 

Clayton, who is now 4 years old. This is my fourth 

year teaching fifth grade. I have travelled all over 

the world since I was a child, played the viola and 

saxophone at one point in my life, received a varsi-

ty letter in high school for fencing, played field 

hockey for two years, and continue to enjoy hiking 

when life allows the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorites: 

Food: My mother’s homemade dumpling—                                                                   

Song: SUPERBLOOM by MisterWives                                                                                

Movies: Seven                                                          

Color: Sage                                                               

Dessert: Chocolate cookie                                   

Plant: Snake plan                                                    

Nonfiction Book: Caste by Isabel Wilkerson            

Fiction Book: The Hunger Games Trilogy            

Place in New Jersey: Watchung Reservation            

Place in the United States: Hawaii                      

Place in the World: Tokyo                                      

Season: Fall/Spring                                                  

Holiday: Thanksgiving - for the food of course! 

Celebrity: Daniel Levy Jr.                                          

TV Show: The 100                                                    

Currently watching: The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

 

Janell Smolk– Assistant Principal 

Background– For the past 18 years, I taught   

Social Studies to 8th grade students at T. Schor 

Middle School.  Now, I am extremely honored 

and humbled to join the Arbor community.  As an 

educator, I wholeheartedly believe that all      

children can succeed.  I aim to continue the great 

work of the Arbor staff in helping all children 

reach their fullest potential.  

 

 

Favorites: 

Food: Tacos and pizza                                                             

Movie: The Negotiator                                                    

Television Show: Criminal Minds                                       

Band: Dave Matthews Band                                   

Book:  Tuesdays with Morrie                              

Holiday: Christmas                                                  

Vacation: Hawaii                                                       

Hobbies: Entertaining my kids and taking care of 

my plants!                                                                 

Thing to do: Spending time with my family.  I 

love going to the beach, parks and festivals.                                                                                



 

 

 

Alexander Kramer– 5th Grade Teacher 

Background: I graduated from Kean University in 

2014 with a Bachelor’s in English. Before joining 

the Piscataway community, I taught  in Scotch 

Plains and Glen Ridge. In order to continue my 

educational career, I recently enrolled in more 

college courses. I am pursuing a degree in Special        

Education.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorites:      

Movie: The Princess Bride                                     

Song: Jimmy Eat World - The Middle 

Food: Pizza 

Color: Green 

Holiday: Halloween/St. Patrick’s Day 

Animal: Crow/Raven 

Hobby: Magic 

                                   

 

 

Kenneth Dzurilla, Custodial Foreman 

Background– .  In 2012, I joined the Piscataway 

staff at Grandview School.  Initially, I worked 

part time but eventually moved to a full time 

employee.  After Grandview, I worked at the 

administration building for 7 years.  At the    

administration building, I had numerous        

responsibilities .  These experiences  enabled   

me to transition to this position at  Arbor.  I am 

excited to be a new member of the Arbor    

community! I am also engaged to be married on 

May 4, 2024— Star Wars Day!! 

 

Favorites: 

Food: Pizza and meatballs (together or          

separate)  

Entertainment: Movies and I am a HUGE Star      

Wars Fan!                                                           

Sports: Baseball, bowling and hockey             

Music:  Metallica and 90’s rock  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Students in the fourth grade, as well as those new to Arbor, received an instrument              
demonstration by the orchestra and band instructors. During the demonstration,  students         
listened to a selection of music performed by the Arbor orchestra and band teachers, Mr. Mejias 
and Mrs. Torres.  Arbor teachers were joined by the Martin Luther King School orchestra and 
band teachers, Mrs. Lopez and Mr. Plesnarski, respectively. After the performance, students were     
provided details on the program and the process for joining the performing arts.  In addition,    
students were reminded to choose a desired instrument without being influenced by stenotypes.  
Mr. Mejias and Mrs. Torres are looking forward to making music with  all the new band and       
orchestra members.    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4
th

 Grade   
5

th
 Grade 

Mr. Adenau Krish Shankar   Mrs. Barth Anupama Salu-

nia 

Mrs. Azim Anthony Jones   Mr. Brooks Teeba Mousa 

Mr. Bennington Analia Fernandez   Mrs. Caldwell Mason Chadwick 

Mrs. Doherty 
(Mckenna) 

Odessa Aguila   Ms. Cantwell Kaylee Dundon 

Mrs. Garcia Sydney West   Mrs. Kelvy Emily Roop-

chand 

Mrs. Gerum Kylie Serrano   Mrs. Homlish Ashara Am-

mineni 

Mrs. Karabinos Jayden Goodwin   Mrs. Magrino Marco Lopez 

Valladares 

Ms. Riddick Noemi  
Rodriguez 

  Mr. Kramer Aamani Modi  

Mrs. LaMarsh Jayani Patel   Ms. Schmidt Gyan Narang  

Mrs. Lepski Carter Neal   Mrs. Stoddard Dominique 

Charles 

Mr. Montgomery Evan Liam   Ms. Sullivan Jason Dubon 

Menjivar 

Ms. Moss Josh Roopchand   Ms. Vaughn Josai Valentin 

Mrs. Scinto Jaden Richards       

Mr. Applegate 

(Phys Ed) 
Javin Jabari Ev-

ans Smith- 14 
  Mr. Applegate 

(Phys Ed) 
Norma Val-

ladares- 3 

Senora Garcia  
(Bradstrom) 

(Spanish) 

Aarush Shah   Senora Garcia 

(Bradstrom) 
(Spanish) 

Naomi Marshel 

Mr. Frey (Tech 

Ed) 
Michael Foyah -

17 
  Mr. Frey (Tech 

Ed) 
Anupama Salu-

nia- 5 

Mrs. Bollaro 

(Music) 
Zion (Skyler) 

Smith 
  Mrs. Bollaro 

(Music) Kendrick Hidal-

go  Gutierrez 

Mrs. Rosania 

(Art) 
Sachi Patel 21   Mrs. Rosania 

(Art) 
Chika Uche 35 

Students of the Month 

September 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to all our new and returning Arbor families.  Your PTO is looking forward to working with you during the 

2021-2022 school year.  We appreciate all the hard work and dedication our Arbor staff has put forth these past two 

years as we understand the difficulties, we all had adjusting to virtual learning.  Your PTO wants to wish our families 

and our Arbor staff a good year going forward.   

Your PTO needs you to get involved if we are to go forward this year.  At this time, we need parents to fill all our    

Executive Board positions.  Carla Franchi, Erica Trojanowski and I (Sharon Lovas) have agreed to stay on for a short 

time to get your PTO up and running for this school year.  Membership forms went sent home with your student on 

the first day of school.  Please take a moment to fill out the form and return it with your $10  

Our first Fundraiser this year is the Kastle Kreation “Winter Wonderland” catalog.  The fundraiser started last week 

and runs to September 30th.  If you need more order forms, they can be picked up at the main office.  If paying by 

check, please make them payable to “Arbor PTO”. 

Yearly Fundraisers: (1) Smile.amazon.com.  If you use Amazon for your shopping, you can help donate money to the 

Arbor PTO just by going to Smile.amazon.com.  Just use your regular Username and Password when you sign in and 

click on the Supporting button.  Scroll down until you see Arbor PTO – Piscataway NJ and click on it.  From then on, 

every time you shop Arbor PTO will get a percentage of the money that you spend. (2) BOX TOP$ are another yearly 

Fundraiser that does not cost you anything to participate!  All you must do is go to BTFE.com to register.  Chose    

Arbor Intermediate School Piscataway NJ then scan the date on your receipt and scan any product that carries the 

BOXTOP$ logo.  You can see immediately how much is being contributed to the Arbor PTO (3). SCHOOLSTORE.COM:  

this fundraiser comes out in October.  One student will win $100 after they order and get their Golden Ticket     

Number!  At Schoolstore.com you can order from stores you normally buy at, and a percentage of your sales will go 

to Arbor PTO.  You can also purchase Gift Cards for the Homeroom Teachers that they will be able to use for        

classroom supplies. 

Our first Dine-to-Donate is Monday, October 11 at Chipotle.  Flyer will come home before the event. 

The first PTO meeting of the year will be held Tuesday, October 5th at 6:30 in the school library. 

There is a correction to our PTO Calendar.  There is no Family Fun Night in November.  Our first Family Fun Night/

Bingo will be held October 23. 

If you have any questions or would like any information about the positions on the Executive Board, please email us 

at Arborintermediatepto18@yahoo.com 

Arbor PTO 



 

On this day, we celebrate John Chapman (September 26, 

1774– March 1884) the man best known for introducing  

apple trees throughout Pennsylvania and the Midwest.   

Event Date Time  

PTO Meeting 10/5/2021 6:30 

Arbor Day Wear Blue and Green  10/15/2021 All Day  

Breakfast with Your Child Week  
(Limit one day per child, more information 

forthcoming) 10/18-10/22/2021 7:45-8:05 

PTO Family Fun Night  10/21/2021 6:30-8:00 

While there are many legends related to his life, history tells us that he 

was a revolutionary with great leadership skills and generosity.  There 

are many poems and songs that represent his story.  

Here Comes Johnny Appleseed                          

Here comes Johnny Appleseed, 

Apple seeds are all he needs, 

Planting orchards on his way out west. 

 

Wears a pot upon his head, 

Beneath the trees he makes his bed, 

Folks say Johnny’s apples are the best! 

UPCOMING EVENTS  


